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Executive summary

City of Newcastle (CN) sought feedback from people who live, work and run businesses in
Newcastle on whether they support holding a local public holiday for the Newcastle Show on Friday
28 February 2025. Feedback was gathered between Wednesday 9 October and Tuesday 5
November 2024.

Every year, CN makes an application to the NSW Government for the Newcastle Regional Show
Day to be declared a local public holiday or local event day, given its significance to the local
community.

In August 2024, CN received correspondence from the Premier's Department in relation to
applications under the Public Holidays Act 2010 for the declaration of local public holidays and local
event days for 2025 and 2026 and the relevant guidelines.

CN is applying for a local public holiday on Friday 28 February 2025 for the Newcastle Show, with
a local event day as an alternative if not supported.

Applications are made to the Minister for Industrial Relations under the Public Holidays Act 2010 for
the declaration of local public holidays and local event days for 2025 and 2026.

When making an application it is expected that a council will undertake a public consultation
process in accordance with the Guidelines for Local Public Holiday and Event Day Applications.

The Guidelines require councils to assess community sentiment as well as the costs and benefits to
regional businesses and local communities of declaring a full or part-day public holiday or local
event day, including consultation with chambers of commerce, banks, major employers, schools and
transport arrangements for students likely to be impacted by the declaration.

What we heard

CN received 952 unique survey responses on the Newcastle Show Holiday 2025 Have Your Say
webpage and 815 individual comments were posted as part of this survey. Six pieces of feedback
were received by email and as attachments to the online survey. 75% percent of respondents live in
the Newcastle LGA, 77% of respondents work in the Newcastle LGA, and 27% of respondents own
a business in the Newcastle LGA.

Feedback across the consultation activity revealed the following:
Those in support of the local public holiday

e The proposal received general support from the community with 68% of respondents
supporting Newcastle Regional Show Day being declared a local public holiday on Friday
28 February 2025.

o 47% of respondents support the day being declared a local event day.

o Key themes from those who support the proposal for a local public holiday include greater
attendance, economic benefits, importance to the community, pride and tradition, cultural
and historical significance, and importance of the show for families.

¢ Of the 68% of respondents who support the local public holiday, 73% live in Newcastle, 79%
work in Newcastle, and 10% own a business in Newcastle.
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Those not in support of the local public holiday

31% of respondents were not in support of the Newcastle Regional Show Day being
declared a local public holiday on Friday 28 February 2025.

39% of respondents do not support the day being declared a local event day.

Key themes from those who don't support the Show being declared a local public holiday
include impacts on local businesses including increased wages and loss of trade, and
impacts to casual workers and schools.

Of the 31% of respondents who do not support a local public holiday, 78% live in Newcastle,
71% work in Newcastle, and 62% own a business in Newcastle.

Of the respondents who work for educational institutions, 80% were not in support of the
Newcastle Regional Show Day being declared a local public holiday on Friday 28 February
2025.

Next steps

CN used the feedback received to inform Council at the Ordinary Council meeting of Tuesday
26 November 2024.

The elected Councillors voted to make an application to the Minister for Industrial Relations, seeking
the proclamation of Show Day for Friday 28 February 2025 as a Local Public Holiday, and if that is
not approved by the Minister, request their approval for it to be proclaimed as a Local Event Day as
set out in the Public Holidays Act 2010 (NSW).

We will keep the community updated as the application progresses.
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1. Background

The Newcastle Show is an important historical, social and cultural event for the community within
the Newcastle Region that dates back to 1901 when the first Show was held.

Every year, CN makes an application to the NSW Government for the Newcastle Regional Show
Day to be declared a local public holiday or local event day, given its significance to the local
community.

CN recently consulted with people who live, work and run businesses in Newcastle to assess
whether they support a local public holiday for the Newcastle Show in 2025. The community was
also asked whether they support a local event day as an alternative if a local public holiday is not
supported.

Consultation with the community involved an online survey on the CN Have Your Say webpage,
which was promoted widely.

If approved, the Local Public Holiday will fall on a Friday providing locals with a long weekend and
an additional day outside of work to enjoy and celebrate the Show and unite as a community.

A Local Public Holiday is considered a public holiday for all employees whose place of work is
within the Newcastle Local Government Area.

The Newcastle Show will be held from Friday 28 February until Sunday 2 March 2025 at the
Newcastle Regional Showground at Broadmeadow.

The feedback received from the community on whether they support a local public holiday for the
Newcastle Show on Friday 28 February 2025 is detailed in this report.

2. Engagement objectives

We heard from the community through our engagement activities from Wednesday 9 October to
Tuesday 5 November 2025.

The purpose of the engagement was to:

¢ Inform the community of the official process of applying for a local public holiday through the
Premier's Department as set out in the Public Holidays Act 2010 (NSW).

¢ Consult with the community on whether they support a local public holiday for the Newcastle
Show in 2025, or a local event day as an alternative if the public holiday is not supported.

o Deliver authentic engagement opportunities for the community to have their say.

¢ Reach a diverse group of community members and encourage them to participate in the
consultation.

e Use the information collected to inform Council, and subsequently the application to the
Premier's Department.
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3. Communication and promotion

During the engagement period, a communications campaign was implemented to raise awareness
of the Newcastle Show Holiday 2025 and promote the opportunity for community members to

provide feedback.

Key communications activities are summarised on the following page, and key pieces of
communications collateral are available in Appendix I.

Have Your Say
webpage

Social media

e-newsletters

Partner campaign

Emails

Councillor Memo

Media coverage

A dedicated project webpage was created on CN’s Have Your
Say website. The page provided information on the Newcastle
Show Holiday and application process and encouraged
participation via the online survey.

The engagement was promoted via a post on CN’s Facebook
and LinkedIn pages on 9 October 2024. The posts raised
awareness and encouraged people to have their say.

An e-newsletter was distributed to stakeholders to promote the
engagement and encourage submissions.

e An email was distributed to CN's economic development
business database which includes Business Hunter.

e An email was distributed to CN's tourism industry
database

A feature blog post, email marketing and social advertising
collaboration with Newy with Kids, HUNTERhunter and
Newcastle Live was delivered.

An email to schools, banks, and union groups was sent to
promote the engagement and encourage submissions.

A memo was distributed to CN Councillors on 9 October 2024,
advising of the engagement and providing information on how
constituents can provide feedback and comment.

A media release was issued on 9 October 2024, and was
subsequently reported by NBN, Inside Local Government, 2HD,
and the Newcastle Herald.
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4. Engagement activities

The community was invited to provide feedback on whether they support a local public holiday for
the Newcastle Show on Friday 28 February 2025, from Wednesday 9 October to Tuesday 5
November 2025.

The community was able to provide feedback in a number of ways:
e Survey

A survey was made available on the CN Have Your Say website. In total, 952 people provided
feedback via the online survey. Findings are presented in section 5. What we heard

e Other submissions

Community members were also able to provide feedback by mail, email or phone. In total, six
submissions were received via these channels. De-identified copies of submissions received are
included in Appendix Ill.
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5. What we heard

5.1 Theme coding rationale

When large amounts of feedback are provided, CN uses themes to break down and further analyse
data. A copy of the coding rational for each of the comments is available below.

Theme

General support

Summary of theme

General support for the
show holiday being
declared a local public
holiday

Sample comment

"Newcastle is a BIG small town. We thrive when
we support each other and why not take the
opportunity to celebrate the amazing place that we
live with a public holiday. How could it be a bad
thing?"

"l have very fond memories of attending the show
in my youth and would love to see today’s younger
generation be able to do the same. Allocating a
public holiday for this event will afford the time and
opportunity for more people to attend.”

"Whilst Newcastle is now a large and vibrant city in
its own right, we have been blessed enough to
remain a small, close-knit community at heart. Re-
instating show day holiday is a great why to
celebrate who we are as a city!"

"It promotes community bonding through events
and activities, fostering a stronger sense of unity,
also boost tourism, drawing visitors to local
festivities and attractions."

"The Newcastle Regional Show is an important day|
in the calendar for the community of Newcastle,
and it should be celebrated. A public holiday would
allow Novocastrians across all the region to attend
the day."

Attendance

Comments about the local
public holiday allowing for
more people to attend,
participate in and support
the show

"As the mother of a child in kindergarten (year 1
next year), it is difficult to find time to take him to
the show outside of the busiest times where there
are long queues and wait times. It will enable us to
attend and participate in the show."

"A local public holiday would enable more people
to attend & support the Newcastle Show, helping to
ensure this event continues for future generations
to enjoy."

"Unable to attend the show on weekends due to
sporting and work commitments. Public holiday on
Friday would allow our family to attend the show."

Newcastle Show Holiday
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Community

Comments about the
Show being an important
community event

"The Newcastle show is becoming more and more
popular. This would provide increase sense of
community and belonging."

"It helps build a sense of community, what unifies
us all as Novocastrians."

"An opportunity for all in the community to enjoy
the social connection this type day brings."

"It's a community event. Having a local public
holiday brings back the local town community feel
that Newcastle really is. Back in the day it was a
day off to enjoy the show with my family, it would
be great to be able to do so again.”

Pride

Comments about the
Show instilling a sense of
pride in the community

"Events such as these present an opportunity to
reinforce a regional location's identity and a public
holiday can be used (with the right messaging) to
remind residents as such, cementing a sense of
civic pride."

""Newcastle is a location with a great sense of Civic
Pride. Having this as a public holiday for the
Newcastle Region would only increase this."

Tradition

Comments about the
Show being an important
tradition for our region

"Declaring Newcastle Show Day a public holiday
boosts community spirit, promotes cultural
heritage, & stimulates the local economy through
increased tourism & spending. It honours the
region's traditions and identity."

"The day will allow my family and | extra time to
attend the Newcastle show and thereby support an
important 100+ year community event and
tradition."

"It's a local tradition and provides an opportunity for
all to celebrate the Show and our local produce."

Family

Comments around the
importance of the Show
for families

"Gives an opportunity to spend the day together as
a family."

"Having a public holiday will allow more families to
experience the show and support local businesses
and communities."

"It's an iconic event, that has a direct and
conscious connection with the people of
Newcastle. It remains well supported but could do
with an improved level of support from parents
sharing the event with their children."

Newcastle Show Holiday
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Social cohesion and
connection

Comments about how the
Show is important for
connection and cohesion
in our community

"Great initiative. More than ever it's important to
connect with people.”

"l think it's a great community event that helps
provide opportunities for culture and social
cohesion."”

"l support the local public holiday as it provides an
opportunity for the community to connect with one
another over the holiday which would increase
community bonds and social cohesion."”

Cultural and historic
significance

Comments about the
cultural and historic
significance of the Show

"The Newcastle Show is a culturally and historically
significant event for the people of Newcastle. |
have very fond memories of show holidays from
my childhood and am disappointed that today's
children are missing out."

""The Newcastle show is a massive part of the
town's history and culture. Everyone should have
the chance to attend!"

"l believe that Newcastle Regional Show Day is an
important historical, social and cultural event for all
of Newcastle. Everyone should have the right to
enjoy it without taking an Annual Leave Day."

Agricultural
significance

Comments about the
Show being important for
the local agricultural
community

"Occurs in many other local government areas
across Australia. Facilitates consideration and
celebration of our local area and economy,
particularly the local agricultural sector.”

"An opportunity to celebrate the agriculture industry
(fun excursion for family) and attend the show. We
attended the show this year and loved it."

"Allows our family to attend the regional show day
which has been an iconic day in Newcastle for so
many years. It allows us to boost the economy and
see some of the region's best agriculture and
farming culture life."

Public holiday
shortage

Comments on the lack of
public holidays in
Newcastle compared to
other cities / states

"Other local areas hold these public holidays, it
makes sense for us to acknowledge our
community and encourage more people to attend
the show."

"Show days have traditionally been a public holiday
in capitals and major towns. About time Newcastle
shows that it's an influential regional hub and
deserves a day off for the show."

Newcastle Show Holiday
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"Encourage locals to visit the show. In 2024, there
were 16 regional areas in NSW with Local public
holidays to celebrate their respective events and
sadly Newcastle was not one of them."

Economic benefits

Comments about the
economic benefits of the
Newcastle Show,
including increased
tourism

"l think this is a great community event, supporting
local businesses and the greater community, and
brings visitors to our beautiful city."

"Opportunity to attend a regional community show.
A public holiday will generate new revenue for the
city through public spending, spending in the city.
A public holiday will also allow the show to boost
attendance numbers and create a significant
event."

"Encourages tourism within the area and gives
people the opportunity to get involved in the
Newcastle show and attend."

"Encourages more people to attend the show and
more money being spent in the area as a result.”

Benefit to
businesses

Comments on how the
Show Holiday will benefit
local businesses

"l think it would bring locals together to celebrate
our wonderful town and we would frequent local
businesses."

"Great way to support local business by have more
people that work in the city spend more time and
money at the show and surrounding businesses."

"A public holiday gets people out of their homes
and into the streets, so it would be supporting
those small businesses who choose to stay open,
plus we can avoid the crowds of people at the
show on the weekend."

Health and wellness
benefits

Comments about the
Show being important for
the health and wellness of
locals

"Giving people more opportunities to relax would
be very good for reducing the rates of burnout
being seen recently across Australia. Also gives
more incentive to go visit the show, as many
people including myself miss out in favour of
work/study."

"Brings the community together and improves
mental health and wellbeing."

General non-support

General comments not
supportive of the Show
being declared a local
public holiday

"Businesses are struggling with the cost-of-living
crisis following COVID, we need to support them.
There are lots of Public Holidays already during the
lyear. People are not as interested in shows as they
used to be."
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"l think it's an outdated concept. A day off work to
attend a show that costs a lot of money to get into
and to eat at, drink at, go on rides at? People who
want to attend will do so regardless. We don't need
to disrupt work and school for it."

Impact on business

Comments on how the
local public holiday will
impact local businesses

"It significantly adds to the cost of maintaining a
business. A long weekend encourages people to
leave the city and hence damage other trading
days. Casual staff loose employment and further
adds to the cost-of-living stresses."

"Local business owner - would mean | would need
to close my business for the day and still pay my
staff. In this economic climate this would add more
burden to my business."

""Loss of revenue to other local businesses, due to
closures due to increase cost to trade. Public
holidays see regular or even quieter trade for local
businesses, however the increase costs
associated with the public holidays results in
closures or running at loss."

"Businesses are already under significant cost
pressures and employees already have
mechanisms to take leave in show day. Adding an
extra public holiday will represent another cost that
businesses will need to pass on to customers,
adding to Inflation."

"It would result in a significant increase in costs for
small business who are already disadvantaged in
many economic scenarios. An extra public holiday
will disproportionately disadvantage small
business."

Cost to small
businesses

Comments around the
increased costs for
businesses if a local
public holiday was granted

"Because the actual dollar cost of the Public
Holiday is funded by local business. As a small
business owner, we simply cannot afford to pay
staff for another day off work. Those who vote yes,
have no financial cost to themselves personally."

"I employ 7 casual staff in the hospitality industry in
the CBD and like most hospitality we don't have
the margins to absorb the penalty rates we would
need to pay staff. We would have to close for the
day, losing about a third of the week's income."

Negative impact on
local economy

Comments on how a local
public holiday would

"It is not significant an event to warrant this
declaration. It has significant negative economic
impacts across the region."

Newcastle Show Holiday
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negatively impact the local
economy

"| feel it's of no benefit to the local economy and a
burden to small business employers."

Too many public
holidays

Commentary around there
being too many public
holidays already

"I am a small business owner. There are several
public holidays in the first third of the year as it is -
New Year's Day, Australia Day, Easter, Anzac
Day."

"Small business already have to absorb the costs
of a large number of public holidays. A regional
show is of not significant enough importance to
warrant a public holiday."

"There are too many public holidays. We cannot
expect businesses to fund another non-productive
work day. In any case | do not believe that people
would support the show by attending if they had a
day off."

Wages

Comments around the
impact of increased
wages to local businesses

"l do not believe it will increase participation at the
show, all it will do is put more pressure on local
businesses to either close and lose a day of
trading, or be required to pay public holiday
wages."

"My business (healthcare) does not stop for a
show. | would still need to have all my staff working
but have to pay them double. This is a significant
cost impact to my small business and is not
justified for a social event."

"l think it would be too much of an impact on
smaller businesses who need to pay the extra
public holiday rates if they choose to remain open
or impact them financially if they opt to close."

Trade

Comments on the
increased cost of trading /
loss of trade

"Loss of trade, increased cost of trading, loss of
school day for students."

""Try running a business in Newcastle, the Show is
a group that comes and generally takes money
from the local economy of businesses."

" That's what weekends are for. To attend the
show. There are so many small business already
struggling with keeping doors open and paying
staff. This will most definitely impact on their ability
to stay open and trade."
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Impact on casual
workers

Comments on how the
local public holiday will
impact casual workers

"l work as a casual in a small business. Because of]
public holiday pay rates, the business will close,
and | will lose a days wages. With today's cost of
living, | can't afford the loss of income."

"l run a local small business - we could not afford
paying staff for a public holiday, to have the day off
or give penalty rates. Also my staff are not even
interested in attending the event and casual staff
would lose shifts.”

Impact on schools

Comments on how the
local public holiday will
impact schools

""Additional burden on parents if schools and
daycare’s close.”

""Another public holiday is more impact on
businesses and schools. Given most have just
returned from the long school break and other
public holidays. Is there any correlation in the
public holiday actually having an increase on
attendance at the show??"

""Has anyone considered how this would affect
schools? If parents are off for a public holiday, they
probably aren't going to go to the show without
their children. This would disrupt learning in the
first 4 weeks of school.”

People leaving town

Comments about a long
weekend encouraging
people to leave town, and
not support the show

"l believe giving Newcastle residents a 3 day
weekend will encourage people to leave Newcastle
for the weekend rather than attend the show"

"As a Small business owner this creates an
enormous extra cost of Wages. This coupled with
the fact that people will use the public holiday to
have a long weekend and leave town which means
turnover in our business will be fine anyway."

"I don'’t believe that employees would attend the
show on that particular day anyway. It provides an
excellent opportunity to “go away for a long
weekend” instead.”

Doesn't support local

Comments about the
Show not supporting local
business

"The show is not supporting Newcastle. The
\vendors aren’t even from Newcastle. Also we are
an Australian wide business and if you want
business to trade in Newcastle adding another
public holiday is not fair on struggling businesses."

"There’s no local business involved in the show
(food vendors) why should we have a public

holiday for outsiders. It's also a basic show."
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People don't attend

Comments about the lack
of attendance to the Show
regardless of a public
holiday

"In my experience, not many people actually go to
the show. The lost economic activity hardly seem
worth it. People wanting to go to the show have
the weekend for this."

"Over the last several years we do not know of any
of our 20-30 employees who attend this show &
merely treat the day as an additional public holiday
thereby increasing the overheads of local
businesses."

""The day off is meant to enable local workers to
attend the show however the numbers of
attendees at the show do not seem to correspond
with this."

Quiality of the Show

Comments about the
quality of the Show as an
event

""The show is a very underwhelming event. The
tradition of a regional showcase has died, and
Newcastle should create an event that is unique to
our city. Expanding Surfest to make it a long
weekend and a whole of city event."

""This event has lost its way. | don't take my family
to this event. It does not reflect enough of the
\values i would want to celebrate. Rides that cost
too much, junk food, show bags, animals that sit in
cages."

"The Newcastle show is repetitive/has been the
same for the last 10+ years and doesn't deliver
continued value to the community."

Please note- The sample comments provided are raw data with changes to spelling mistakes where
necessary to support readability.
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Survey results

Between 9 October and 5 November 2024 an online survey was launched to understand sentiment
and seek feedback on holding a local public holiday for the Newcastle Show on Friday 28 February
2025.

A total of 952 survey responses were received during the consultation period.

Figure one: Do you support Newcastle Regional Show Day being declared a local public holiday on
Friday 25 February 20257

Unsure, 1%

No, 31%

Yes, 68%

mYes mNo =Unsure

Overall results across the survey showed 68% of participants were supportive of a local public
holiday being declared, 31% were not supportive and 1% were unsure.

Figure two: What are the benefits to the community of having a local public holiday or local event
day?

Bringing the community together || R -

ricioate  or support o Show I N 3

participate in or support the Show 0
Celebrating the agricultural industry and _ 18%

its importance to our region ?

Supporting ]OlZleS, t_amployment and local _ 16%
usinesses
Encouraging visitors/tourists to the region ||| | | NN 5%
other [ 3%
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Figure three: Which, if any, of the following would negatively impact you if a local public holiday
was granted?

i tosborbeioatdl B
trade, increased wages 0
Loss of work due to being casually I 2
employed
Ability to access to businesses or I
services 21%
Disruption to school or education _ 0
facilities 21%
Disruption to transport services || EGNGzGz0 11%

other [ 3%

Figure four: Would you be more likely to attend the Newcastle Show if a public holiday was
granted?

Unsure, 3%

No, 32%

Yes, 65%
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Who we heard from

Figure five: Age

Under 18 years I 1%
18-24 years I 5%
25-34 years IS 21%
35-44 years . 30%
45-54 years I 24%
55-64 years I 11%
65-74 years I 6%
75+years B 1%

Prefer not to say I 2%

Figure six: Are you the guardian of any children under 18 years?

Yes, 46%

No, 54%
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Figure seven: Which, if any, of these describe your relationship to the Newcastle local government
area (LGA)?

Live in the Newcastle LGA | NN 30
Work in the Newcastle LGA - | NENEE 0%

Study in the Newcastle LGA - 4%

own a business in the Newcastle LGA ||| EGTGEGzN: 14%

Own a business outside the LGA, but

0,
travel for the Newcastle Show I 1%

other ] 2%
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6. Next steps

CN used the feedback received to inform Council at the Ordinary Council meeting of Tuesday 26
November 2024.

Councillors voted to make an application to the Minister for Industrial Relations, seeking the
proclamation of Show Day for Friday 28 February 2025 as a Local Public Holiday, and if that is not
approved by the Minister, request their approval for it to be proclaimed as a Local Event Day as set
out in the Public Holidays Act 2010 (NSW).

We will keep the community updated as the application progresses.
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Appendix | — Promotional materials
Have your say webpage

Social media

CN Facebook and LinkedIn
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Newcastle Show Facebook

The Business Centre LinkedIn
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Newsletters

Economic Development database
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Tourism database

Newcastle Show Holiday
Consultation report
December 2024

24



Email to schools, banks and union groups

Union groups

Schools

Newcastle Show Holiday
Consultation report
December 2024

25



Banks
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Media release
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Paid advertising

Newcastle Herald
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Newy with Kids
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HUNTERhunter
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Newcastle Live

Newcastle Show Holiday
Consultation report
December 2024

31



Appendix Il — Online survey

32

f N s 1 AR riae § IR TIRANA ) Tar et IasTam et e e [ AR e § e IIwmnm § A wmil el At J weweas TR iwearne [ e wed T AT Tar TEAND N M w8 T ¥ A wmsarne wm e

Government Areq.
Yes
No

Unsure

Please provide your reasons for supporting or not supporting the Local Public Holiday

Do you support Newcastle Regional Show Day being declared a Local Event Day on Friday 25 February 2025? Required

A Local Event Day is not a public holiday, but can be considered as one, for those employees in the area who have
agreed to observe the day in their relevant industrial agreement and any other employers who want to participate.

Yes
No

Unsure

Please provide your reasons for supporting or not supporting the Local Event Day

What are the benefits to the community of having a local public holiday or local event day?
Select as many as apply

Bringing the community together

Enabling more people to attend, participate in or support the Show

Celebrating the agricultural industry and its importance to our region

Supporting jobs, employment and local businesses

Encouraging visitors/tourists to the region

Other (please specify)
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Which, if any, of the following would negatively impact you if a local public holiday was granted?
Select as many as apply

Impact on my business e.g. loss of trade, increased wages

Loss of work due to being casually employed

Ability to access to businesses or services

Disruption to school or education facilities

Disruption to transport services

Other (please specify)

Would you be more likely to attend the Newcastle Show if a local public holiday was granted? Required

Yes
No

Unsure

If you would like to provide more detailed feedback, upload a Word or PDF document here (optional)

& Choose file...

Allowed file types: pdfdoc,docx,txt,xls,xlsx, rtf,png,gif jpg,.jpeg Size limit: 1.00 MB

First name Required

Last name Required

Email Required

Suburb Required

Which of the following age groups do you fall into?

Under 18 years

18-24 years

25-34 years

35-44 years

45-54 years

55-64 years

65-74 years

75+ years

Prefer not to say
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Are you the parent or guardian of any children under 18 years?

Yes

No

Which, if any, of these describe your relationship to the Newcastle local government area (LGA)?
Select as many as apply

Live in the Newcastle LGA

Work in the Newcastle LGA

Study in the Newcastle LGA

Own a business in the Newcastle LGA
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Appendix lll — Other submissions

Newcastle NSW 2300
14/10/2024

Dear Members of the Local Council,

I am writing to express my opposition to the proposal to designate a Friday as a public holiday
for the Newcastle Show. As a local hospitality business owner, | believe that this change would
have several unintended negative consequences for our community and our industry.

Moreover, tThe nospitauty INnaustry IS atreaay racing signiticant inanciat chatlenges.
Implementing a public holiday will only exacerbate these issues. Friday nights are among our
busiest times, and closing for the day would not be feasible. This would not only mean lost
revenue but also additional wage costs, as we would be required to pay staff who would not be
able to attend the show due to their work commitments.

Furthermore, the introduction of a holiday surcharge to cover the additional costs incurred will
ultimately be passed on to our customers, placing an extra financial burden on them and
potentially discouraging patronage during what is meant to be a celebratory time.

| urge the council to reconsider this proposal and explore alternative ways to support the
Newcastle Show that do not place an additional strain on our local businesses and community
members. Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

Newcastle Show Holiday
Consultation report
December 2024



time to go around work commitments, either
day or night.

Regards,
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Newecastle is a major industrial & economic region in the state. Commerce does not stop.

A Show Day Holiday (local Event Day) is a cost to business that has no corresponding benefit to the
regional economy.

Gone are the days of the little coal town of Newcastle.

The Carnival people run the Newcastle Show, as was shown, some years ago, when the Show
Association tried to rearrange the layout and costs in relation to the rides & side show alley. The
Carnival Membership boycotted the show and attendances were abysmal.
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gazettal of a Local Event Day.

Newcastle Council knows how hard it is to turn a surplus. It is no different for business in fact it is
harder.

The community & businesses complain about increases in statutory costs and here we have the
potential of the Councillors imposing what is in affect a statuary cost that is impossible for business to
recover.
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If I were to come to your home and tell you had to subsidise the Newcastle Show to the tune of $1000
or even $100. I would suggest that you would refuse. Yet a gazetted Show Holiday Or Local Event
Day, is in effect imposing that, on business.

Is that fair? When the costs outweigh the benefits.

If you want to support the Newcastle Show, then the Council should subsidise the Newcastle Show.
After all, by requesting a Local Event Day you are by default, imposing on my business and every
other business, a statuary cost.

Why make business the fall guys.

If council wants to assist, all you need to do is levy $1.00 on all rate payers and this would more than
prop up the Newcastle Show. Or better still just take $1.00 from Council coffers for every rate payer
and give it to the Newcastle Show Association.

Please use your money not ours.

Important reference Data

I respectfully ask again that no Local Event Day be applied for.

Yours Faithfully
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BUSINESS
| NEWCASTLE

Mr David Clarke

Executive Director, Corporate Services, and Chief Financial Officer
City of Newcastle

12 Stewart Avenue

PO Box 489, Newcastle 2300

Dear Mr Clarke,

On behalf of our membership, the small businesses located in Newcastle, we write to ask
Council to discontinue its ill-advised plan to have Newcastle Show Day declared as a Public
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successful in this strategy? At what cost?
How much will be stripped out of the local economy?
What will the wages bill be for the non-productive time that has to be paid for?

How many casual staff will lose a day’s pay because trade for the day will not cover the
increased costs, meaning that services will not be offered?

And indeed, what evidence is there that the Friday show attendance reflects the number of
people who are, in effect, being paid by their employer to attend - over and above what the
attendance would be without that measure?

Whatever the income generated by those numbers, it represents cost-shifting from small
business and casual workers’ wages to the Show’s bottom line.

That is surely NOT the job of local government.

We ask, on behalf of our members, that Council desist with this damaging idea of a Public
Holiday for Newcastle Show.

Business Newcastle - PO Box 770, Hamilton NSW 2303
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